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My name is Ronald Ga}lq'

I live in Connellsville, Faygtte: Cnunty
I am here for Tommy.

For years I was a volunteer for the Special Olypics program. You are aH familiar with this program [ am
sure. As a volunteer I saw first hand, the devastating effect of neurological disorders on our children.
One of the most common effects of mercury poisoning.

Two years ago I helped form the Better Education Association in the Connellsville Area School District,
The object of our group was to rein in runaway education cost and inprove education by electing
conservative ,education minded school board menbers. We have been completely successful so far.

I have continued to watch school cost and ways to reduce them and improve education.

I came across an article about special education cost in our area schools in the local paper. It was an
excellent in dept article.
Not only was the cost shown , but the numbers and percentages of students enrolled in the special
education classes were there, I’ll get back to this article in a minute.

Across the river from Masontown, Fayette County , in Greene County sits Allegheny Energy ’s Hatfield
Power plant. It spews 290 million pounds of mercury comammg pollution per year, or eight billion two
hundred million ponds over the last thirty years into our air Back across the river from Hatfield in Fayette
County , Duke Energy has a power plant that spews another Three million pounds of polution into our air
each year. -

Just a few miles south of Hatfield Power plant up river in West Virginia , is two more Allegheny Energy
err Power Plants. A few miles down river of Hatfield Power plant is the Elrama Power plant. All three of
these power plants are coal burners like Hatfield. What the amount of mercury laden poilution produced by
these power plants must be astronomical. Between Hatfield and Elrama power plants lies the California
Area School District. Down river from Hatfield , along the Monongahela river in sort of a hole ,lies the
Boro of California. It is the home of California State University.

Getting back to the newspaper article on special education.

Reading the article I was shocked to learn that one out of every three students in the California Area School
District is in the special education classes. In the Connellsville School District twenty percent of it’s
students are in special education, the Uniontown schooldistrict has sixteen percent of it’s students enrolled
in special education. I believe eight percent is the national average. For your information the Connellsville
and the Uniontown schools have failed the No Child Left Behind test for the last three years and are on the
watch list to be taken over by the state,

At first my motive for looking at special education was to try and reduce the cost of education.

After seeing what I thought was a high rate of children with problems I begin looking for a cause .My
resources for looking into things is extremely limited , mostly newspapers and the local library and
legislative happenings picked up at my local representatives office.

I'happen to get a copy of S. B. 1201 and decided to look into what all the commotion about mercury
pollution was. I got interested in mercury pollution real fast when I saw what it did to children. I knew that
this is probably what has caused thousands of children in my area to have problems learning. I could not
obtain any information relating to mercury poisoning in my area as I believe no studies have been done
here. 1 did learn that studies in other parts of Pennsylvania have shown an almost fifty percent increase in
mercury contamination in areas close to power plants. I do know that Masontown has an unusual number of
cancer deaths that so far have been past off as just a coincidence .
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We all know what mercury is and what it does to our children. To sugar coat mercury says a lot about
those who are doing the sugar coating.
. S.B.1201 makes mercury sound like a trivial pollution only effecting fish and aquatic life. When in fact it
is one of the most toxic substance on earth, poisoning our most vulnerable , the unborn child, and our
children. I would like to see our legislators who voted for S.B 1201 move their children to California Boro
or Masontown. S.B. 1201 completely ignores the fact that mercury poisoning of thousands of our children ,
condemning then to a life sentence of mental disorders ,will cost the state billions to maintain them for life.
I believe that to kill a child is a terrible thing, but to turn thousands of our children into living vegetables
Is horrendous . And to do it for a few thousand dollars in campaign contributions, our legislators must be
made to answer for this. Check the Department of State campaign records to see who got how much and
from who. Legislators who place money over the children of Pennsylvania must go. We no longer can
except business as usual in Harrisburg. Our children are too important.

Fayette County is one of the poorest places in Pennsylvania, for decades. The rest of the state considers us
welfare County , even our own elected legislators do nothing to help us.

. Well I am here to tell you that the people of Fayette are good , God fearing people, who struggle
everyday to provide for our family’s with only minimal , low paying, no future jobs. We have no industry,
no nothing . Yet we are one of the most polluted places in Pennsylvania. The owners of the power plants
surrounding Fayette have made large contributions to our legislators to not enact legislation to protect our
children from mercury poisoning . The saving from not installing pollution control equipment has gone to
construct low polluting power plants in other states The Federal pollution credits earned from these plants
are then used to keep Pennsylvania in compliance with Federal regulations, while not reducing pollution
by one pound. In our state. S.B. 1201 is proof that our legislators will do anything for money.

I do not particularly care for Gov. Rendell , but must commend him on his mercury abatement plan ,
although it does not go far enough. Unlike the legislature , the Governor can see the tragedy being forced
on the children all across Pennsylvania by the greed of our legislators. As things stand now, we are going to
Allow our children to be exposed to mercury toxins With no idea of the effects if any, of previous
exposure. This is insane. Does anybody in the legislature know what common sense is ? I urge this board to
immediately have private non state involved laboratories , test special education students with neurological
disabilities in the immediate area of power plants to determine the extent of mercury poisoning in these
children , and all positive test, if any, be turned over to the parents to use to recover damages and remove
the financial burden from the state, .

After these test have been completed, and if only a small number of random positive test are found, then
and only then should S.B. 1201 be considered. And if S.B.1201 can not be justified by the test, then our
legislators can give the money back.
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looking at how school districts
in Fayette, Greene and Wash-
ington counties are. dealing
with revisions of a law that re-
quires special education stu-
dents be taught. 5 a Em&ﬂ
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"Pete  Wright’s o_mﬁmuﬁﬁ
mowo& nmmownnm ammnncon him
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mm social, mn_?.ormﬂ EE eager
. tolearn, w:r at the same time,
nonﬁ:nﬁon he ‘was disobedi-
ent, immature -and a waste of
time. ;

g m::_ ﬁ:m_.n mmuoﬁm_ amcom-.
tion attorney from Richmond,

:'Va., said he is still trying to wm-
E,o out -what his kindergarten

8mn_.o~. meant when she s:.oﬂo

. he was “fussy s.E. his mme.. on.
. his report card.

‘After being diagnosed with
dyslexia, dysgraphia and atten-
tion deficit disorder around 8
years of age, Wright’s parents
took immediate. action to ad-
dress his needs and found him
a private tutor who literally

.n__mnmon his E.a, over the next

two years.
“I never had another prob-

lem with reading, writing and

math since,” said Wright. -

Just like the Wrights, parents

%% §S &mmcaaom, aﬁ:. wa.mam E.oﬁmo_wm 3 _mi

: maaon.m .:&m ._3@ .w&gnam |
is the last in a three-part series -

of own&.on 55 disabilities m_-

ways are searching for the

proper services that will pro-

duce positive results for their

son or daughter, entitling them -
to a Free Appropriate Public

Education %&w@ Ez_a.. state

law.

With FAPE, a child’s umﬁm
as well as Eomm of their parents
are legally protected under the
Individuals ‘with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA). -

Please see Law, Page A2 ,
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M.
£ .;m purpose of the FS.
swhich was enacted in 2004, is
{to “ensure ‘that all n_.m_&,n:

+with disabilities have available-
* ito them a free appropriate pub-

slic- education .that emphasizes
“special education and related
"services designed to meet their
;unique needs and prepare
rthem for further education,
,QEUHmes» and -independent
E_Sum and to ensure that the
.Em_:m of children with disabili-
. tties and parents of such chil-
“dren are protected.”

. “This is the mission mﬁmﬁ-
-ment of the law,” said Wright. .

e

+ Parents also need to know

:the law gives them power to

.make educational decisions for
“their child. -
” However, S.._mE mcmmamag

um_.ma”m E.onnnn sﬁw bmsaon.

and never use the word “best”
when requesting special educa-
tion services for their child.

Otherwise, said Wright, the
school usually converts to us- -
ing a _ “one-size-fits-all pro-
gram” for the child and not one
that is muuguﬂma and tailored
to meet their unique needs un-
der the law.

According to the law, a child
with a disability is eligible for
special education services at no
cost to the parents if it is deter-
mined the disability adversely
impacts their educational per-
formance.

This applies to all children
with disabilities residing in the
state between the ages of 3 and
21, including children with dis-
abilities who have been sus-..
pended or nunm:mn from
sch

Wi, 1 it comes S any child,
Wright said parents are the ex-.
perts, but school districts often

--shutter and tend to close doors’
. when told what services or pro-
‘grams may work’ cnmn for their

child.
As the first step to wmmu doors

“open for ¢communication be-
tween @mnsﬂm and mnroo_ o».m.

- u..ﬁ..w

-

cials, ..aﬁ.mmrn and - his ,ﬂmmo_

‘Pamela Darr Wright, a psy-
chotherapist, strongly -advise

parents to obtain an evaluation

of their child within the private

sector followed by getting test .
. “by the end of third grade.” 7.

“Wright suggested the nqm_un....
8_. attend the child’s IEP meet-
ing to explain to school officials’

idata from school evaluations.
Once parents obtain the in-
monumnc:. Pete Wright said

test results can provide clear:
evidence whether the child

needs "additional mn:nmﬁaum_
services.. .~

The nqmwcmﬂen noﬁaﬂdnmm
the child’s educational and
. placement needs as well as any

weaknesses, which all should .

be addressed in the child’s In-
dividualized Education Plan

(IEP), a document describing .
~tinues with a one-size-fits-all
- program after the evaluation,
Wright said they must provide
i parents with written notice mm

- the special education and relat-

-ed: services mﬂoemﬁmuw de-

m_mnmn to meet iinique educa-

" ‘tional'needs om a mEmnu» with a

nm_m&n—Q
_An IEP is nm«&ovon g the
Umu.oaa and school “officials,

and contains the annual mwoz-_

term objectives based on the
student’s present level of edu-
cational performance required
to place them in a proper set-

-ting along with a timeframe of

Bo monﬁnnm 8 um _u.onmonou..
R “ '

.

.duma..« the No OEEhm,w Be-

hind Act, school 'districts are

required to use “effective re-

search-based reading remedia-

tion programs so all children
are reading at their grade _3&.

what program they determined

would benefit the child while{.
letting them know at the same

time it needs to be B:m_un by a

teacher who is 553 in Smn

particular method. :
“This can really help in pro-

viding what the nEE ﬂoanm...”

said Wright.
However, if the mowoo_ con-

to why it was rejected. * - ..
' According to Pamela Wright,

the parents must always keep’
in mind that their best interests

are to solve the problem and

protect their relationship with |.
the school district. A

“All kids learn_ differently. |
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_ Editor’s note:
_isthe second in G
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.- districts in Greene'
" and Washin
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“For the last three decades
Intermediate Unit 1aun -
- has continued to contract var-
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. chological and hearing or Vi-
- ~sually impaired, with the ex-
~.ception of physical support
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services detailed .
"y Continued from AL o
boosBaamie 0 Saee
_services. .. -+
_ . “We cover the whole :
-gamut,” said Candance Dunn,
_1U special education director.
In some instancessuchasin’ .-
the Frazier School District,
« Dunp sdid the IU1 only oper-
ates a classroom for the hear-. ..t
_ing impaired with the distrigt
taking on the responsibility of
. all other special education
.classes. - ;
: + - The Connellsville Area
School District followed suit,
.1ast year in hiring itsown -
. speech and language thera-
. pists instead of renewing its
«contract with the IU 1, for
. what the school board agreed
.was financial reasons.* .
'\ 'Dunn said'in some situa- -
tions, school districts can't af-
. ford to operate a special edu-
cation class for only a few chil-
. drén who may have the same
" diagnosis, so the students.re-
« ceive services at other schools
where more students are -
- served for that specific need.
Dunn'noted the IU 1 staff.
also has specialized training in
,certain areas, including in se-
 vere disabilities, whereas the

school district may not be fi-
_nancially able to hire the prop-
. er staff to provide such ser-
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‘Brownsville .
$4,153,775

Frazier

’ I.L.al_.ll'_8| Highl_anddé_ $1“-.9f,7_0,99?'
" Uniontown Area  $1,928,786 -
Carmichaels Area $705,083

Central Greene | 1,542,119
Jefferson-Morgan  $573,005
© $461,860
$626,603

I

S.E. Greene |
West _Greene' _

$675,071 -
© $856,130
$560,151

Bentworth
Beth-Center

I

" Special education funding for school districts inFayetts, Greene a
i .Washington;c_ounties: e 2 oplox e L

$1,1'7,2;_934 I__'_- 9

r L

9607295

Lo $2,664,008
51208076
s
" gezsp8
| $2,021,543

$1,83,238 .
$725,805 .

$589,220 ., .

$475,269 1~ -
: el val_q@(petgnnal'-income aid ra-

i g?téQ the most.out pf the (- ¢’

= According to Tom Shetterly, -|
~*  business manager at Frazier,

- _each school has its own formu-
O [ ; e

“partment of Education deputy
press secretary, said the <= -
. amount of special education
o . funding schools receive each
$1,581,777. . . yed ulate :
. them last year’s subsidy as a

- pro-rated ghare
_based on the district’s market

9,531,000 distributed among |
>ennsylvania’s 29 intermedi;
ite upits. e

al funding is gene

. Addition
ated through its member - ~ - %}’
school districts as.well as state |
d federal grants. =
n the local school districts, .
special -

‘education subsidy is *- |
the state-based . .|

on the district’s wealth and its -

Membership (ADM).

. «Brian McDoi:ald, state. ljé; '

L

year is calculated by giving -

to receiving a '

bage in addition
of new funding

From there, McDonald said.
state then applies 16 per-

i

. cent of its ADM to that figure,

.~ ¥ "apumber agreed upon by the
$692,582 general assembly based on the
: : assumption that 16 percent of
. $880,704 a district’s students receive
: Do special education services - .
$576,207 -across the board. . - '

. vices. :
¢ example, said Dunn, is.
hildren with neurological-~"
. based learning disabilities; ... = S
- “We teach them strategies to
. . deal with the (disability) so
“they can function better,” .. - .
.. Dunn said the law requires .
: school districts to educate chil-
.~ dren with disabilities in the .
- yregular classroom with their -
ynon-disabled peers with appro-
% priate sypplementary aids and
- gServices, However, if the na-
turg o severity of the disabili-
<ty ig such-that education can’t
+be achi e regular -

i

+be achieved in the r .
 ; classroom with those-aides and
- gervices the student is placed "
..in another classroom thaf . .
% ‘meets their needs. -~ ' - + e

+modify its services to include

- more {raveling andco

', ing, Dupn said it also
ipeediof more staffto doso,
ol Al aprofessionals pr person- - -
al aides are another '

1

P
v 1s§ww‘t§;? ife-0
would be - approved private schoois and
. charter schools, '

. -';:Du:g;__.g‘a;j@_.’i;};e'i_v 1 provides to - ‘ucation during the

ocial workers and psycholo- .

~ gists and occupational and
physical therapists.

While school districts'suéh 2

. ‘as Uniontown and Laurel -
Highlands contract their own '

. psychologists, Dunn said the
IU provides supplemental ser-
vices in that field: = .

Dunn said the IU

rogram

‘Dunn said those entltié'g per

state-owned schiopls;:

«The program wa%imﬁawd

‘the school districts, ‘along with

. mitted to enroll as SBAP " " § -
roviders include the state’s’ "

school year as an avenue for
school entities to receive addi-
tional federal funding through
Medicaid for medical and. -
health-related special educa--
tion services. :

. It applies to students that
. qualify for the state’s medical
assistance of ACCESS pro-

:(IEP) meetings, interpreter,
 nursing, occupational therapy,.

_Services covered under

unI 1 also bills , .the SBAP program include as-
" the state Department of Public -
. Welfare through its School- -
" Based ACCESS p o
‘ (SBAP) for the eligible ser--*

vices if provides to all 25 - ]
school districts.. ° s e '

sistive devices, audiology; In-"
dividualized Education Plan.-

personal care assistant, physi-

cal therapy, physician, psychi--
psychology; social work, - 8 :
: . ure looks promising, it isn't

atric, p
speech, language and hearing,
teacher'of the hearing im- "~
paired, special trapsportation
) d_:_'Vi__SiDnr-v:-f.?”-'*‘“_-_;;c.’i"’f'f‘- s '_ A
e TU L
orientation and mobility pro-
cess that prepares a blind or b

the proposed
“funding for 2006-2007 include

‘ ’Wﬂefmbwlﬁfﬁﬁserw examnp

-+ Fraziér versus the $16

“'This year’s proposed budget

© includes a 4 percent increase

in special education subsidy of
$38,123,000 for the state’s 501

. school districts.” * .

" According to state figures,
special educatio!

$12,774,891 for Fayette Coun-
ty’s six school districts, *
'$4,011,810 for Greene County
five school districts and

- §15,116,302 for 14 school dis-

tricts in Washington County.
" In Fayette County, Albert

" Qallatin is scheduled to.re-
* ceive $2,664,008; Brownsvill
 .$1,208,076; Connellsville,

€

$4,272,438; Frazier, $625,588

-Laurel Highlands, $2,021,543
and Uniontown, $1,983,238.
- Shetterly said while that fi

enough for school districts tc
keep up-with the rising ‘costs

» for special education that in-

5.an examnpis, an av
‘eraggof 150,000 ayear at

,000 ix

service by the'statenépai'unent of Ed-* yisually impaired student'to be - crease the distrigt receives ¢
51991-1992:: - ablp t0 move safely and inde- - ‘nyally from the state: . bk




