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Ronald L. Gallo 
1507 Carson, St . 

Connellsville, Pa. 15425 

My name is Ronald Gall'. . . . 

	

. 
I live in Connellsville, Fayette County. 
I am here for Tommy. 
For years I was a volunteer for the Special Olypics program. You are all familiar with this program I am 
sure . As a volunteer I saw first hand, the devastating effect of neurological disorders on our children . 
One of the most common effects of mercury poisoning . 
Two years ago I helped form the Better Education Association in the Connellsville Area School District. 
The object of our group was to rein in runaway education cost and inprove education by electing 
conservative education minded school board menbers . We have been completely successful so far. 
I have continued to watch school cost and ways to reduce them and improve education . 
I came across an article about special education cost in our area schools in the local paper. It was an 

excellent in dept article. 
Not only was the cost shown , but the numbers and percentages of students enrolled in the special 
education classes were there. I'll get back to this article in a minute. 

Across the river from Masontown, Fayette County, in Greene County sits Allegheny Energy's Hatfield 
Power plant. It spews 290 million pounds of mercury containing pollution per year, or eight billion two 
hundred million ponds over the last thirty years into our air Back across the river from Hatfield in Fayette 
County, Duke Energy has a power plant that spews another Three million pounds of polution into our air 
each year . 
Just a few miles south of Hatfield Power plant up river in West Virginia, is two more Allegheny Energy 
err Power Plants . A few miles down river of Hatfield Power plant is the Elrama Power plant . All three of 
these power plants are coal burners like Hatfield . What the amount of mercury laden pollution produced by 
these power plants must be astronomical . Between Hatfield and Elrama power plants lies the California 
Area School District. Down river from Hatfield, along the Monongahela river in sort of a hole lies the 
Boro of California . It is the home of California State University. 
Getting back to the newspaper article on special education . 
Reading the article I was shocked to learn that one out of every three students in the California Area School 
District is in the special education classes. In the Connellsville School District twenty percent of it's 
students are in special education, the Uniontown schooNistrict has sixteen percent of it's students enrolled 
in special education. I believe eight percent is the national average. For your information the Connellsville 
and the Uniontown schools have failed the No Child Left Behind test for the last three years and are on the 
watch list to be taken over by the state, 
At first my motive for looking at special education was to try and reduce the cost of education . 
After seeing what I thought was a high rate of children with problems I begin looking for a cause My 

resources for looking into things is extremely limited, mostly newspapers and the local library and 
legislative happenings picked up at my local representatives office . 
I happen to get a copy of S . B . 1201 and decided to look into what all the commotion about mercury 

pollution was. I got interested in mercury pollution real fast when I saw what it did to children. I knew that 
this is probably what has caused thousands of children in my area to have problems learning . I could not 
obtain any information relating to mercury poisoning in my area as I believe no studies have been done 
here . 

	

I did learn that studies in other parts of Pennsylvania have shown an almost fifty percent increase in 
mercury contamination in areas close to power plants . I do know that Masontown has an unusual number of 
cancer deaths that so far have been past off as just a coincidence . 



Ronald L. Gallo 

We all know what mercury is and what it does to our children. To sugar coat mercury says a lot about 
those who are doing the sugar coating. 
S.B . 1201 makes mercury sound like a trivial pollution only effecting fish and aquatic life. When in fact it 
is one of the most toxic substance on earth, poisoning our most vulnerable , the unborn child, and our 
children. I would like to see our legislators who voted for S.B 1201 move their children to California Boro 
or Masontown . S.B . 1201 completely ignores the fact that mercury poisoning of thousands of our children, 
condemning then to a life sentence of mental disorders will cost the state billions to maintain them for life . 
I believe that to kill a child is a terrible thing, but to turn thousands of our children into living vegetables 
Is horrendous . And to do it for a few thousand dollars in campaign contributions, our legislators must be 
made to answer for this . Check the Department of State campaign records to see who got how much and 
from who . Legislators who place money over the children of Pennsylvania must go. We no longer can 
except business as usual in Harrisburg . Our children are too important . 

Fayette County is one of the poorest places in Pennsylvania, for decades . The rest of the state considers us 
welfare County, even our own elected legislators do nothing to help us . 
Well I am here to tell you that the people of Fayette are good, God fearing people, who struggle 
everyday to provide for our family's with only minimal , low paying, no future jobs . We have no industry, 
no nothing . Yet we are one of the most polluted places in Pennsylvania. The owners of the power plants 
surrounding Fayette have made large contributions to our legislators to not enact legislation to protect our 
children from mercury poisoning . The saving from not installing pollution control equipment has gone to 
construct low polluting power plants in other states The Federal pollution credits earned from these plants 
are then used to keep Pennsylvania in compliance with Federal regulations, while not reducing pollution 
by one pound. In our state . 

	

S.B. 1201 is proof that our legislators will do anything for money. 
I do not particularly care for Gov . Rendell , but must commend him on his mercury abatement plan , 
although it does not go far enough. Unlike the legislature , the Governor can see the tragedy being forced 
on the children all across Pennsylvania by the greed of our legislators . As things stand now, we are going to 
Allow our children to be exposed to mercury toxins NVith no idea of the effects if any, of previous 
exposure . This is insane . Does anybody in the legislature know what common sense is ? I urge this board to 
immediately have private non state involved laboratories, test special education students with neurological 
disabilities in the immediate area of power plants to determine the extent of mercury poisoning in these 
children , and all positive test, if any, be turned over to the parents to use to recover damages and remove 
the financial burden from the state. . 
After these test have been completed, and if only a small number of random positive test are found, then 
and only then should S.B . 1201 be considered . And if S.B . 1201 can not be justified by the test, then our 
legislators can give the money back. 

Ronald L. Gallo 
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